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 “For yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever, Amen.”  These 

words are included in the King James Bible that was translated in 1611.  Since the 1600’s 

even older NT manuscripts have been discovered, which don’t contain this phrase, so it is 

not included in modern translations of the Bible.  It is not wrong to use them.  It makes a 

nice conclusion to the prayer, and fits well with the spirit of the prayer and the teaching 

of the Scriptures.  See 1 Chronicles 29:11. 
 

Prayer & Forgiveness 
Matthew 6:5-15 

#13 in Sermon on the Mount series 
 

By Rev. Curt Hansen, Lead Pastor 

 

Continuing teaching on piety (a devotion of reverence to God), Jesus noted the 

right and wrong ways to pray, offering His Followers not just choices, but a model. 
 

Wrong way to pray   (6:5-8) 
 

1. Do not pray like the hypocrites.   (verse 5)  The Jews paused three times 

during the day for prayer.  The hypocritical ones did it just for show—they 

wanted to impress people.  Jesus says don’t pray like that.   
 

2. Do not pray like the pagans.  (verse 7)  The pagans believed in gods who 

cared very little about them.  They had to repeat themselves endlessly to get 

the attention of their god.  We pray to a God who cares about us, who is 

ready to listen to us, and who wants to give us all good things.   
 

Right way to pray 

 
1. Pray in secret.  (verse 6)  There’s no temptation to do it for show if we do in 

privately.  Even “in secret” we can be assured God will see us and hear us.   
 

2. Pray a model prayer.  (verses 9-13)  We know it as The Lord’s Prayer.  Some 

people call it the “disciple’s prayer” instead, because it was a prayer the Lord 

taught his disciples to pray. 
 

Reviewing Jesus’ Model way to pray 
 

1. Praying for GOD’S GLORY. 
 

a. “Hallowed be your name.”  In Hebrew thought a person’s name 

represented the totality of a person’s character, actions, etc.  To pray 

that God’s name be hallowed (seen as holy) is to pray that God will 

be recognized for who he truly is, in our lives and in the entire world.   

b. “Your kingdom come.”  God’s kingdom is the rule of God in hearts 

and in lives.  Praying “your kingdom come” is praying that God will 

reign in more hearts and more lives in the world today. 

c. “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  We pray that things on 

earth will get as close to resembling the way things are in heaven as 

they possibly can.  In heaven, God is on the throne—in control.  And 

there is no resistance!  We’re supposed to pray about that to happen 

here on earth.   
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2. Praying about OUR NEEDS. 
 

a. “Give us today our daily bread.”  John Calvin said it is a great mistake 

to think that God is only interested in our souls and doesn’t care about 

our bodies.  God created us body and soul. This request is designed to 

teach us that God is our source of supply. 

b. “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”   Just as 

our bodies need bread, our souls need forgiveness.  Jesus introduces 

the relationship between being forgiven and offering forgiveness.   

c. “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”  

Jesus taught us to pray for the ability to stand for moral deliverance — 

for protection so we are not overwhelmed.  God does not tempt us, 

but allows testing that can be good for us if we respond appropriately 

and grow through it.     
  

Prayer and Forgiveness   Matthew 6:14-15   
 

Jesus wants us to see is that prayer and forgiveness are interrelated.   
 

1. Jesus is not talking about forgiveness that results in our salvation.   Jesus is 

addressing people who have already repented—who can rightly refer to 

God as “Father.”  In no way is Jesus saying that we have in any sense 

merited/earned God’s forgiveness by doing enough forgiving of others first. 
 

2. These verses make it seem like we have to forgive first.  Other teachings in the 

Scripture, like Paul’s comment in Colossians 3:13 make it clear that God 

forgives us and then we are able to forgive others.   
 

3. Jesus states the positive outcome of what will result if we do what is right, but 

also warns us about the negative consequence of doing something wrong.  

The warning does not make God unloving and mean God.  His desire is 

always that we experience his forgiveness.  But-- if we misbehave, we will 

suffer the consequence.  
 

Why then won’t God forgive us?   
 

1. If we are not living in a forgiveness-type lifestyle where we deal with the 

offenses of others by giving forgiveness, chances are we are not going to be 

dealing with our own offenses by asking forgiveness. If we do not ask, we will 

not receive forgiveness; we are not living as we should as a Christ-follower.  
 

2. An unforgiving spirit will also build a wall between us and the person that we 

are failing to forgive.  When we forgive… we are giving them permission to 

grow and to change.  Forgiving them is acknowledging that we have been 

sinned against, but it is handing them and that sin over to God so it doesn’t 

stand between us anymore.   
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PRAYER & FORGIVENESS 
 

To Start: Whom do you talk to most often? 
 

Matthew 6:5-8 -- “But when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites…”  

• Find some examples from the Bible of prayers, or people praying? How would 

you characterize the motive of the pray-er? (Read the Psalms.) 

• What is it that the ‘hypocrites’ are doing wrong? 

• What did Jesus suggest the disciples do when they pray? 

• What things do we need to guard against when we pray? (Read James 4) 

• Are there specific things you can do to help yourself pray? 
 

Matthew 6:9-13  -- “Our Father in heaven…” 

•  Do you see a pattern in this prayer? What is it? To whom is it directed? Why?  

•  Why do suppose the ‘kingdom things’ would come first? 

•  Try putting each of verses 11, 12 & 13 in your own words?  How do you read 

the verses differently now? 

•  Is this a prayer that should be repeated word for word, an outline of how you 

should pray, or both? How do you use it most often? 
 

Matthew 6:14-15 -- “For if you forgive men when they sin against you….” 

•  Why does Jesus say what he does here? 

•  How does it relate to the prayer he taught? 

•  How does it relate to what he warned us about in 5-8? 

• Most of what we call the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ is similar to other things that the 

Jewish people had been taught. Can you guess which part would have 

been entirely new to them? (Hint: It is probably why Jesus gave the 

explanation in verses 14 & 15!) 
 

IT’S ABOUT YOU 
 

Do you lack motivation to pray?  What is your view of God when you pray?  

Make a note of one area where your prayer life can change, pray to change it 

expecting it to change.  Next time, tell the Group how this has gone.   
 

How’s your prayer life?  Hypocritical?  Stalled? Use the Lord’s Prayer as a model 

for your prayer time:  Recognize God’s glory; tell Him your needs. 
 

Are there people you have trouble forgiving?  Read Matthew 18:23-35 and Mark 

11:25.  Maybe there’s someone you need to talk to and say “I forgive you.”  
 

IT’S ABOUT US 
 

The message points out some rewards for praying include:  Assurance.  Burden 

lifted.  Confidence in God.  Growth in character.  Increased Faith.  Seeing God 

work in us and others.  Describe some rewards of prayer you have experienced? 

 
Conclusion: We are called to ‘pray without ceasing’. We should always remember is that 

our prayer is our conversation with the Lord. We should be speaking with God as much 

as we speak with our spouse, our children and our acquaintances!  


